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It is difficult to write the history of St. John's, since many of the 
original records are lost. However, with the records that are available, 
it is possible to formulate an interesting history of the church. 

Our Congregation was organized in 1863, and was known as the 
German Evangelical Protestant Church of St. John's Congregation. It 
had a membership of 63 persons. The Church was reorganized on No-
vember 25, 1871 and changed the name to German Evangelical Reformed 
St. John's Congregation in Waukegan, Lake Co., Illinois. 

From 1863 until December 31, 1871, at which time Rev. August 
Becker was called as their first resident pastor, the church was supplied 
by neighboring ministers. Under the pastorate of Rev. Becker the present 
church was built. The basement of the structure was designed to accom-
modate the German Parochial School. However, this school flourished 
only for about 10 years and then was discontinued. The church building 
was erected at a cost of eight hundred and fifty dollars in 1872. The 
corner-stone was laid August 5, 1872, and the building was dedicated 
in November of that year. The Congregation was incorporated Novem-
ber 25, 1872, and it is from this date that the anniversary date is derived. 

As one reads the account of the history of the church, one of the 
interesting items is the matter of raising funds for the church. In the 
beginning, pews were rented. The pews were divided into four groups. 
The first twelve seats were rented for $20.00, the second twelve 
seats for $16.00, the third twelve seats for $12.00, and the fourth for 
$8.00. The pew rent was used for the salary of the minister. 

Not much is known about the history of the church from the time 
Rev. August Becker resigned until 1914 when Rev. H. Holliger became 
pastor. The ministers who served during this period of time were: Rev. 
E. R. Hinske, 1883-1889; Rev. August Franz, 1889-1893; Rev. J. P. 
Dyken, 1894-1895; Rev. L. C. Martin, 1895-1897; Rev. W. H. Lahr, 

I 

I 



1897-1900; Rev. W. E. Shaley, 1900-1903; Rev. E. R. Meyer, 1904-
1909; Rev. C. F. Dahn, 1909-1910; Rev. F. P. Franke, 1911-1913. 

Rev. H. Holliger was pastor from 1914 until 1927. During his 
pastorate, the auditorium and the basement were renovated, the fine art 
glass memorial windows replaced the old windows, and the new re-
modeled pipe organ was installed. It was also during this period that the 
transition from the German language to the English language was 
completed. 

In 1927, Rev. Raymond Klingeman became pastor, and he served 
until 1930. The congregation then called for its next pastor, Rev. J. N. 
Naly, who remained until 1935. After Pastor Naly's resignation, Rev. 
Edward Hamme became the minister of the church. He served from 
1935 to 1938. From 1939 until 1943, Rev. Frank Erdey was pastor. 
While he served the church, the merger of the Reformed Church in the 
U.S. with the Evangelical Synod of N.A. was consumated, and the name 
was changed to St. John's Evangelical and Reformed Church. Under his 
guidance, the church basement was remodeled, oil heating was installed, 
and the church membership greatly increased. 

In 1944, Rev. George A. Mohr became Pastor of St. John's. It 
had long been felt that the sanctuary should be renovated. Therefore, 
plans were made to have the remodeling done for the 75th Anniversary. 
The pipe organ was modernized, the rostrum changed, a new lighting 
system installed, tile placed on the floor, and the auditorium redecorated. 
In 1948 the front of the exterior of the church was remodeled and the 
steeple removed and replaced with a small spire. 

Rev. Vance Geier was called as pastor in 1951. During his pastorate 
the present parsonage was purchased. Rev. Geier served until 1953 at 
which time, Rev. William Kamphenkel became pastor of St. John's. He 
served our church until September 1956. The old parsonage was converted 
into the Fellowship House in 1955, and is being used for Sunday Church 
School and other meeting purposes. During the six month period after 
Rev. Kamphenkel left, Rev. R. A. Wagner of Elmhurst College, served 
as interim pastor. 



In March of 1957, Rev. Frederick A. Ludwig became pastor. In 
1957 the Evangelical and Reformed Church joined with the Congrega-
tional-Christian Churches and formed the United Church of Christ. We 
adopted the name: 'St. John's United Church of Christ" as our church's 
official name. 

Due to the fact that the church is in an old and changing neighbor-
hood, and also because of the increased traffic and parking congestion 
around the church, the congregation voted in 1961 to purchase property 
in a new and growing neighborhood on McAree Road for $23,000.00. 
A fund raising campaign was held under the direction of Rev. Herbert 
Armstrong in June of 1961, with a total pledge of over $35,000.00 
being received. At present the balance due on the new property is 
less than $3,000.00. 

This brief history of St. John's has dealt mainly with the building 
and the 19 pastors who served in the 90 years of its existence. But a 
church is not only a place of worship; it is a Living Body of men and 
women, young people and children, who are united in a living faith in 
Jesus Christ, the living Lord of the Church, and thus incorporated into 
the body of Christ, which, here on earth, is His Church. 

And what shall we say of all of the faithful members who gave of 
their time and means for the maintenance of the congregation,our organ-
izations, the consistories who served their fellow members unselfishly, the 
Sunday Church School teachers who devoted themselves to the religious 
teaching of our children, the members of our choirs who used their talents 
to make our worship services more beautiful and inspiring—"For time 
would fail us." We think of the faithful pastors who proclaimed the Word 
of Life as ambassadors of Christ. We are grateful to the Almighty God 
for our forefathers and for so rich a heritage, and we are confident that 
as He has blessed this Congregation in the past, so will He in the years 
to come. 


